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depressed, but that is the
entrance, the gateway to

Murwillumbah,” Mr Senti

said.

- “It’s like Tweed Heads to
- an extent was. We are
 really keen to do some-

Some business owners
have expressed dismay at
the lack of council action to
allow or encourage redeve-
lopment, and Deputy
Mayor Phil Youngblutt has
blamed the former council
administrators for blocking
a plan for a shopping
complex anchored by
Woolworths.

The historic Holston
Emporium, once a large
two-storey department
store built in 1900, has been
up for sale for several
years and sits vacant
among other buildings,
including the former Hol-
den dealership showrooms.

Mr Senti said TEDCo
had been delayed in taking
any action to encourage
redevelopment while it
waited for the review of the
council’s Local Environ-
ment Plan, currently on
display, to ‘be finalised
along with new flood
studies.

“That’s why we are now
initiating discussions,
because I think the timing
is right,” Mr Senti said.

He added that TEDCo
wanted to develop concepts
for the redevelopment of
-South Murwillumbah in
partnership with the
counecil.

“We would like to see
South Murwillumbah deve-
lop as a tourism hub and
arts and cultural precinet,”
he said.

Cr Youngblutt said he
had held talks with Mr
Senti and wanted to “push
along” redevelopment of
Prospero Street.

SAD SIGHT: Prospero Street,

South Murwillumbah is
looking like a ghost town.
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“Woolies were going to

- goin there, and that was

stifled by the administra-
tors,” he said. “Now the
only thing that’s holding it
up is a flood management
plan. .

“At the moment the area
is a total disgrace.”

Greens Party Councillor
Katie Milne said existing
areas such as Prospero
Street should be redeve-
lopedrather than new
development areas opened
up.

P“We should be retrofit-
ting and trying to make the
areas we have much more
functional,” she said.

“We shouldn’t be doing
any more greenfield deve-
lopment at all. 5

“We need to be more
sustainable.”
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